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And  when  the  angel  saw  that  he  pre¬ 
vailed  not  over  Jacob’s  constancy  and 
vigour  of  mind,  not  even  by  taking  from 
him  the  use  of  a  limb,  he  said  Let  me 
go,  for  the  day  breaketh.”  This  might 
have  induced  Jacob  to  believe  that  it  was 
in  vain  to  contend  any  longer,  as  the 
whole  night  had  b^n  spent  to  no  purpose, 
and  he  had  suffered  so  much  loss  in  the 
contest,  without  obtaining  any  advantage 
over  his  opponent.  The  breaking  of  the 
day  might  be  mentioned,  to  remind  Jacob 
that  k  was  time  to  look  after  his  family, 
who,  in  their  perilous  situation,  had  so 
much  need  of  his  presence.  But  these 
considerations  did  not  i^jduoe  Jacob  to 
desist  from  bis  purpose;  his  resolution 
remained  unshaken,  and  his  vigour  of 
mind  unabated ;  and  by  the  divine  power 
of  a  living  faith,  he  said,  I  will  not  let 
thee  go  except  thou  bless  me.”  He  had 
received  a  promise  that  God  would  be 
with  him,  and  preserve  him  whithersoever 
he  went,  and  bring  him  to  his  own  land 
again  in  peace:  and  though  his  danger 
appeared  so  great,  and  his  own  strength 
so  small,  yet  he  staggered  not  at  the 
promise  through  unbelief,  but  was  strong 
in  faith  giving  glory  to  God.”  He  was 
fully  persuaded  that  what  God  promised 
he  was  able  to  perform.  While  faith 
steadily  looks  at  the  promise,  it  disregards 
all  the  4iif[iculties  which  seem  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  its  accomplishment.  When 
Job  was  reduced  to  the  verge  of  the  grave, 
and  did  not  expect  to  see  any  good  in  the 
land  of  the  living,  yet  knowing  that  he 
had  a  living  Redeemer  who  would  stand 
af  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth,  he  said. 
Though  thou  slay  me,  yet  I  will  trust  in 
thee.”  And  Jacob  in  his  weakness,  dis¬ 


tress,  and  difficulties,  discovers  the  same 
unshaken  confidence,  and  cries,  will 
not  let  thee  go  except  thou  bless  me.”— 
And,  when  his  faith  had  been  sufficiently 
tried,  he  obtained  the  blessing,  for  which 
he  had  so  earnestly  contendeud. 

8.  The  angel  said,  What4s  thy  name  ? 
And  he  said,  Jacob.  And  be  said.  Thy 
name  shall  no  more  be  called  Jacob  but 
Israel.”  This  new  name  was  given  him 
as  a  mark  of  honour,  and  as  a  token  of 
divine  favour  obtained  by  faith  and  pray¬ 
er.  Jacob  signifies  a  supplaiker,  and  is 
applied  ^to  those  who  obtain  undue  advan¬ 
tages  over  others  by  artful  management  ; 
and  in  this  sense  the  a[>peUation  is  base 
and  dishonourable.  Jacob  obtained  the 
birthright  by  taking  unfair  advantage  of 
his  brother’s  distress ;  and  he  obtained  the 
blessing  from  his  father  by  stratagem  and 
artifice.  Hence  Esau  said.  Thou  art 
rightly  called  Jacob,  for  thou  hast  sup¬ 
planted  me  these  two  tiroes.  Israel,  the 
new  name  now  given  him,  signifies  a 
Prince  of  God,  or  a  mighty  prince ;  which 
is  a  title  denoting  great  rank  and  exalted 
dignity.  Jacob,  in  the  instance  before 
us,  was  strong  in  faith,  bringing  glory  to 
God  ;  and  those  that  honour  God  he  will 
honour ;  so  he  honoured  Jacob,  by  chang¬ 
ing  his  name  to  Israel,  a  Prince  of  God. 
This  was  a  token  to  shew,  that  as  he 
had  now  by  faith  and  prayer  obtained  the 
divine  favour,  his  iniquity  in  supplanting 
his  brother  was  forgiven,  and  the  baseness 
of  his  former  character  removed;  ^^old 
things  are  passed  away,  and  all  things 
become  new;”  and,  being  brought  into 
such  a  gracious  state  and  condition,  and 
made  a  partaker  of  the  divine  nature,  he 
must  no  more  be  called  a  supplanter,  but 
a  Prince  of  God.  He  was  now  to  arise 
and  shine,  for  his  light  was  come,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  was  risen  upon  him. 

With  his  new  dignity  was  connected  a 
great  privilege ;  namely,  the  assurance  of 
being  delivered  from  the  effects  of  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  wrath  and  indignation :  for  God  has 
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the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hands,  and  can  us  under  the  gospel^  but  were  not  permit- 
turn  them  as  the  rivers  of  the  south  ;  and  ted  to  see  them  ;  and  the  patriarchs  were 
where  a  man’s  ways  please  the  Lord,  he  not  so  highly  favoured  as  the  prophets 
maketh  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  were  afterwards.  God  manifests  himself 
him.  His  enemies  can  have  no  power  to  his  servants  as  he  does  not  to  the  world ; 
over  him  unless  it  be  given  them  from  but  after  all  the  discoveries  he  has  been 
above :  the  divine  favour  is  therefore  the  pleased  to  make,  we  cannot  find  him  out 
best  security.  ‘^If  God  be  for  us,  who  to  perfection.  We  may  say,  ^^Lo  these 
can  be  against  us  ?”  Hence,  the  angel  are  parts  of  his  ways,  and  how  little  a 
said,  ^^As  a  prince  thou  hast  power  with  portion  of  them  is  known.  Verily  thou 
God,  and  with  men  thou  shalt  also  pre-  art  a  God  that  hidest  thyself.  Here  we 
vail.”  That  is  to  say,  If  thou  hast  obtained  see  through  a  glass  darkly ;  but  hereafter 
the  favour  of  heaven,  thou  shalt  overcome  we  shall  see  as  we  are  seen,  and  know  as 
the  resentment  of  Esau,  and  escape  unhurt  we  are  known.” 

from  his  four  hundred  men.  Believers,  Though  the  heavenly  messenger  did  not 
though  weak  in  themselves,  are  strong  in  satisfy  Jacob’s  curiosity  by  telling  him  his 
the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might ;  name,  he  conferred  upon  him  a  more  suit- 
and  when  their  enemies  come  in  like  a  able  and  substantial  favour,  by  giving  him 
flood,  his  Spirit  shall  lift  up  a  standard  his  benediction.  He  blessed  him  there.” 
against  them.  He  gave  him  a  token  of  his  favour,  a  pro- 

Jacob  being  so  highly  favoured  by  the  mise  of  his  protection,  and  a  coiiimunica- 
heavenly  messenger,  desired  a  better  ac-  tion  of  his  grace.  This  was  what  Jacob 
quaintance  with  him,  and  said,  Tell  me,  contended  for,  when  he  wept  and  made 
I  pray  thee,  thy  name.”  And  he  said,  supplication  ;  and  he  now  found  that  he 
Wherefore  is  it  that  thou  dost  inquire  after  had  not  sought  the  Lord  in  vain.  This 
my  name  ?  and  he  blessed  him  there. —  blessing  would  banish  his  fears,  fill  bis 
This  inquiry  does  not  denote  that  Jacob  mind  with  a  peace  that  passeth  all  under¬ 
did  not  believe  the  messenger  to  be  posses^-  standing,  and  enable  him  to  go  on  his  way 
cd  of  proper  divinity ;  for  Moses  offered  a  rejoicing  in  God  his  Saviour, 
similar  request  to  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  To  commemorate  the  favour  he  had 
which  appeared  unto  him  at  the  burning  received,  Jacob  called  the  name  of  the 
bush.  Exodus  iii.  13.  Moses  said  unto  place  Peniel,  (the  face  of  God,)  for  he 
God,  Behold,  when  I  come  unto  the  said,  I  have  seen  God  face  to  face,  and 
children  of  Israel,  and  shall  say  unto  them,  my  life  is  preserved.  He  saw  the  human 
the  God  of  your  fathers  hath  sent  me  unto  form  which  the  heavenly  messenger  had 
you  ;  and  they  shall  say  unto  me,  What  assumed,  and  what  he  had  done  for  Jacob 
is  his  name  ?  what  shall  I  say  unto  them  ?”  proved  his  Godhead.  He  might  therefore 
Moses  certainly  knew  the  divinity  of  the  be  said  to  see  God,  as  those  who  saw 
person  to  whom  he  was  speaking,  or  he  Christ  were  said  to  seethe  Father:  all  the 
would  ndl  have  called  him  the  God  of  glory  of  God  was  seen  in  the  face  of 
their  fathers ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  Christ.  When  Christ  took  upon  him  the 
wished  to  know  his  name.  So  when  Jacob  form  of  a  servant,  he  was  God  manifest  in 
asked  his  name,  he  might  have  the  same  the  flesh  ;  and  St.  John  says,  We  beheld 
knowledge  of  his  divine  nature.  The  re-  his  glory.”  They  saw  this  when  he  ap- 
quest  was  granted  to  Moses  but  not  to  peared  in  fashion  as  a  man,  by  the  indica- 
Jacob.  For  this  difference  there  was  no  tions  he  gave  of  his  divinity:  and  in  the 
doubt  a  reason,  whether  we  can  discover  same  manner  Jacob  might  be  said  to  see 
it  or  not.  Moses  wished  to  know  his  the  face  of  God.  And  he  said,  my  life 
name  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  nation  ;  is  preserved.”  Some  suppose  there  is 
but  Jacob  might  only  ask  it  for  his  own  here  a  reference  to  a  notion  which  then 
curiosity.  It  was  moreover  to  be  observ-  prevailed,  that  a  manifestation  of  God  to 
ed,  the  Almighty  makes  further  discoveries  man  would  prove  fatal*.  Hence,  Manoah 
of  himself  under  every  successive  dispen-  said  unto  bis  wife,  We  shall  surely  die 
sation  ;  and  as  Moses  lived  under  a  supe-  because  we  have  seen  God.”  But  Jacob 
rior  dispensation,  he  would  be  favoured  had  now  an  evidence  that  such  a  notion 
with  more  knowledge  of  God  than  had  was  not  correct,  for  he  had  seen  God  face 
been  granted  under  the  patriarchal  age  of  to  face  and  his  life  was  preserved,  tfut 
the  world.  The  prophets  desired  these  we  are  rather  to  understand  this  to  be 
spperior  revelations,  which  are  granted  to  spoken  in  reference  to  the  assurance  he 
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had  of  future  preservation  r  be  had  seen  Saviour,  ^Mnto  thy  closet,  and  shut  thy 
himself  ready  to  perish,  but  he  now  knows  door,  and  pray  to  thy  Father,  who  seetb 
that  his  life  is  redeemed  from  destruction,  in  secret,  and  he  will  reward  thee  openly.’^ 
The  principal  design  of  the  memorable  And  we  should  leave  the  world  beyond  us 
contest,  was  to  fortify  his  mind  against  when  we  come  to  appear  before  God  in 
the  fear  of  Csau :  that  end  was  now  ac-  Zion.  Our  minds  should  be  divested  of 
complished,  and,  in  full  confidence  of  all  earthly  entanglements,  that  our  hearts 
protection,  he  declares,  that  his  life  is  pre-  may  be  stayed  upon  God,  and  our  corn- 
served.  munion  with  heaven  uninterrupted. 

We  are  further  lold,  that  the  sun  rose  Jacob  appears  to  have  prayed  with  great 
upon  him  as  he  passed  over  Peniel,  and  earnestness  and  fervour.  He  was  4iot  like 
he  halted  upon  his  thigh.  The  shades  of  those  who  draw  nigh  to  God  with  their 
the  night  were  ded,  and  the  darkness  of  lips,  and  honour  him  with  their  mouths, 
his  mind  dissipated,  but  his  lameness  re-  while  their  hearts  are  far  from  him.  A 
raained.  The  prosperity  of  the  mind  consciousness  of  his  distress  and  danger, 
does  not  remove  bodily  infirmities :  those  and  a  desire  for  deliverance,  brought  alL 
who  are  the  most  highly  favoured  of  the  the  powers  of  his  soul  into  vigorous  exer- 
Lord  have  always  something  for  the  exer-  cise.  Such  fervent  prayer  availeth  much 
cise  of  their  patience.  Jacob’s  lameness  with  God.  When  David  earnestly  cried 
might  be  left  to  keep  him  humble,  after  unto  the  Lord,  his  prayer  was  answered  ; 
such  an  extraordinary  interposition  of  hea-  he  was  brought  up  out  of  an  horrible  pit, 
ven  in  his  favour ;  as  was  the  case  with  out  of  the  miry  clay,  his  feet  were  set  upon 
St.  Paul,  who,  after  he  had  been  caught  a  rock;  and  his  goings  established.  When 
up  to  the  third  heavens,  had  a  thorn  in  the  the  disciples  were  in  danger  of  being  lost 
flesh,  lest  he  should  be  exalted  with  the  at  sea,  they  cried,  ^^Save,  Lord,  or  we 
abundance  of  the  revelation.  perish  and  the  Lord  arose  and  rebuked 

9.  This  memorable  account  of  wrestling  the  storm,  and  there  was  a  great  calm. — 
Jacob,  is  left  on  record  for  our  instruction.  When  the  two  blind  men  earnestly  implor- 
It  teaches  us  that  the  prayer  of  the  righte-  ed  our  Saviour’s  assistance,  ^^the  multitude 
ous  avails  much  with  God.  We  are  rebuked  them,  that  they  might  hold  their 
always  dependent  on  the  divine- bounty ;  peace;  but  they  cried  so  much  the  more, 
and  we  are  to  make  all  our  requests  known  Thou  Son  of  David  have  mercy  upon  us;’^ 
to  God,  by  prayer  and  supplication.  If  and  the  Lord  opened  their  eyes.  When 
we  have  not,  it  is  because  we  ask  not,  or  the  publican  smote  upon  his  breast,  and 
because  we  ask  amiss.  The  Almighty  said,  ^^God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner 
has  appointed  prayer  as  the  means  of  ob-  he  went  down  to  his  house  justified  rather 
taining  mercy,  and  grace  to  help  in  time  than  the  other  who  had  expressed  no  such 
of  need;  He  knows  what  we  need  before  desire  to  obtain  mercy.  It  is  the  work  of 
we  speak ;  but  for  all  these  things  he  will  God  to  give  us  the  Spirit  of  grace  and 
be  inquired  of,  that  he  may  do  them  for  supplication ;  we  know  not  how  to  pray 
us.  Hence  he  has  said,  ^^Ask,  and  ye  as  we  ought;  but  the  Spirit  helpeth  our 
shall  receive;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find;  infirmities,  and  maketh  intercession  for  us, 
knock,  and  the  door  shall  be  opened.” —  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered. 

In  order  that  we  may  be  blessed  with  all  The  Spirit  convinces  us  of  sin,  and  disco- 
spiritual  blessings,  and  that  goodness  and  vers  our  danger  of  eternal  misery,  and 
mercy  may  follow  us  all  our  days,  we  must  excites  a  most  vehement  desire  for  deliver- 
pray  with  all  prayer  and  supplication  in  an  ce ;  it  produces  the  anguish  of  a  wounded 
the  Spirit,  watching  thereunto  with  all  conscience,  a  grief  at  heart  for  having 
perseverance.  grieved  God.  And  when  we  experience 

It  is.  to  be  observed,  that  Jacob  was  left  an  earnest  concern  for  salvation,  accom- 
alone  when  he  wrestled  with  the  angel. —  panied  with  a  broken  spirit  and  a  contrite 
This  did  not  happen  by  accident,  but  was  heart,  our  prayer  will  have  power  with 
the  result  of  a  previous  arrangement :  he  God :  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  sufTer- 
had  sent  his  family,  his  flocl^,  and  his  eth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by 
herds,  over  the  water  before  him,  that  he  force.” 
might  be  uninterrupted  in  his  application  (To  be  Concluded.) 

lo  a  throne  of  grace.  In  like  manner  we  — 

should  seek  to  be  alone  with  God,  in  our  Many  are  pictures  of  piety ;  be  you  • 
seasons  of  devotion.  “Enter,”  sa^s  our  patterns  of 
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MZSCBL&AlfBOUS. 

For  the  Friendly  Visitor. 

An  address  to  master  Mechanics,  whom  it  may 
concern. 

My  mind  has  been  much  burthened  with 
the  sorrowful  state  of  society  the  present 
day,  mostly  owing  to  the  great  depravity 
of  the  most  useful  part  of  the  community, 
i.  e.  Mechanics,  brought  on  by  the  excess¬ 
ive  use  of  ardent  spirits,  to  the  destruction 
of  soul,  and  body,  and  the  well  being  of 
society.  I  believe  it  will  be  granted  by 
all,  that  a  man,  who  gives  way  to  daily 
intoxication,  unmans  himself  for  every 
association  in  life :  he  can  neither  be  a  fit 
husband,  a  good  parent,  nor  a  true  friend. 
Therefore  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  all 
will  agree  that  a  reformation  is  necessary ; 
and  as  I  have  been  daily  exercised  about 
it,  a  way  has  opened  in  my  mind  to  addre  s 
you  respecting  it.  Inasmuch  as  it  has 
appeared  to  me  that  you  are  the  only  per¬ 
sons,  under  Divine  Providence,  who  are 
likely  to  succeed  in  bringing  it  about,  and 
I  will  venture  to  say,  if  y  <  u  will  consider 
it  as  much  your  duty,  as  your  interest,  you 
will  accomplish  it.  But  how  to  begin  with 
so  many  men  daily  accustomed  to  the  use 
of  spirituous  liquors,  would  appear  to  many 
almost  impossible,  but  view  the  subject 
fairly,  and  maturely,  and  all  doubts  would 
vanish  away.  Say  for  instance,  A.  em¬ 
ploys  one  hundred  men,  and  B.  one  hun¬ 
dred  afid  ten,  at  the  same  business.  A. 
tells  his  men  they  must  not  drink  any 
sjiiritqous  liquors,  in,  nor  about  my  shop 
after  this  week,  but  I  will  give  3011  as 
much  molasses  and  water,  as  you  need,  at 
rny  own  expense,  besides  I  will  give  each 
two  crackers,  and  two  ounces  of  cheese, 
before,  and  after  noon,  and  ten  minutes  to 
eat  it.  B.  at  the  same  time  lets  his  men 
drink  as  much  liquor  as  the3'  please  at  their 
owTi  expense,  allowing  them  the  same 
time  to  go  after  it,  the  question  is  who 
would  get  the  most  work  done  in  one  year, 
A.  or  B.?  I  well  know  that  it  is  a  gene¬ 
ral  opinion  that  a  man  needs  liquor  who 
labours  hard,  particularly  in  hot  weather, 
to  recruit  and  animate  his  spirits,  but  1 
can  elearly  testify  fn»m  mv  own  experience, 
tiuU  this  is  a  great,  il  not  a  fatal,  error. — 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  when 
A.'s  men  come  to  consider  the  gener(>sity 
of  their  employer,  and  the  satisfaction 
that  when  pay  night  conies,  they  have 


their  full  pay  to  take  home  to  their  fainilies, 
without  any  deduction  for  grog,  that  they 
will  both  work,  and  go  home,  with  niuclj 
better,  and  more  solid  spirits,  than  B.*s 
men.  But  B.’s  men  will  object,  and  say, 
that  many  of  A.’s  men  will  leave  his  em¬ 
ploy,  because  they  will  not  work  without 
liquor.  Grant  it,  admit  forty  out  of  one 
hundred  to  go  away,  1  will  venture  to  say 
that  in  one  week^s  time,  as  many  of  B.^s 
men  will  find  il  their  interest  to  leave  their 
associates,  and  go  to  A.  to  be  employed 
amongst  sober  num,  w  here  they  can  save 
tlieif  earnings  for  their  families,  unless 
they  were  already  beyond  the  feelings  of 
men,  and  if  they  refuse  to  work  for  A. 
others  would  come  who  were  soberh" 
inclined  The  next  ohjection  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  whether  all  the  master  workmen 
w^ould  be  willing  to  unite  in  this  plan,  see¬ 
ing  they  are  so  much  attached  to  it  them¬ 
selves.  For  my  own  part  I  believe  they 
would  not ;  but  let  them  alone  they  will 
all  come  together  with  the  Journeymen  of 
the  same  class,  and  then  the  question  is 
who  will  employ  them.  A.  says,  none 
but  such  as  ourselves,  and  we  will  not 
employ  any  but  sober  men,  as  long  as  there 
are  any  to  be  found.  The  next  objection 
might  be  raised  by  those  who  have  their 
work  done  by  the  piece,  but  is  it  not  their 
duty  to  employ  those  who  labour  for  iheir 
families,  instead  of  those  who  spend  all 
their  earnings,  for  that  which  destroys 
both  soul  and  body,  and  who  never  lake 
any  thing  home  to  their  families  but  pov¬ 
erty  ?  The  next  objection  that  mijzlii  be 
raised  is  the  appearance  it  assumes  of 
Tyrann3\  I  will  simply  ask,  wliich  has 
the  greatest  appearance  of  Tyranny,  for 
one  man  to  bend  the  minds  of  an  hundreil 
men  to  the  welfare  of  their  families  and 
society,  or  for  an  hundred  men  to  impov¬ 
erish  their  families,  by  spending  all  their 
earnings  for  that  which  cannot  benefit 
themselves  or  families  ?  Tlie  question 
now^  will  be  whether  the  experiment  has 
ever  been  tried,  and  what  has  been  the 
result.^  When  I  was  a  young  man,  and 
laboured  on  a  farm  fur  my  siqiport,  1  was 
in  the  habit  of  drinking  spirits  during  hay 
and  harvest.  At  one  time  1  went  to  w  ork  in 
hay  for  a  farmer,  with  whom  1  continued 
twenty-six  or  tw'enty-eiglit  days  more  or 
less.  The  good  old  man  told  me  when  I 
began  that  he  could  not  allow  meany  liquor, 
but,  said  he,  go  to  the  closet,  and  drink 
milk,  or  milk  and  water,  and  eat  A  bit  of 
bread  and  butter>  as  often  as  thee  thinks 
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proper,  which  I  did,  and  I  can  freely  tes¬ 
tify  that  instead  of  lacking  spirits,  I  gain¬ 
ed  strength,  every  day  I  worked,  and  I 
doubt  not,  but  that  hundreds  have  expe¬ 
rienced  the  same  happy  effect  from  the 
same  kind  of  treatment.  And  as  it  respects 
Mechanics,  I  will  venture  to  mention  two 
names  with  due  respect,  however,  to  their 
characters.  The  one  is  Pierson,  (Kail 
Factorer,)  at  Smith’s  Clove,  where  are 
probably  as  many  hands  employed  as  in 
any  other  establishment  in  the  State  of 
New-York,  and  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
amongst  such  a  number  of  all  ranks  of 
people  there  will  hardly  be  found  more 
order,  regularity,  sobriety,  industry,  nor 
harmony  in  the  State.  The  next  other 
is  H.  Worrell  in  Elm-Street,  New-York, 
Furnace  and  Blacksmith,  he  likewise  em¬ 
ploys  a  number  of  men,  all  sober  and 
industrious  men,  and  quite  likely  main¬ 
tains  peace  and  harmony  amongst  them, 
for  the  contrary  is  gener^ly  the  effects  of 
liquor.  But  whether  either  of  those  men¬ 
tioned  come  quite  up  to  my  mark,  I  know 
not ;  but  to  their  honour  be  it  said,  they 
deserve  well  of  their  country  for  keeping 
their  men  sober.  But  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  by  giving  them  a  small  lun¬ 
cheon  twice  a  day  would  have  a  double 
advantage.  If  1  should  be  asked  where 
would  be  the  interest  in  giving  so  many 
men  a  luncheon  twice  a  day.  I  believe  it 
will  be  admitted  that  one  hundred  men 
will  actually  do  more  work  in  a  year  by 
the  above  treatment,  than  one  hundred 
and  ten  will  in  the  common  way,  and  the 
wages  of  five  men  will  defray  the  extra 
expense.  So  the  gain  will  be  the  wages 
of  five  men,  besides  a  quiet  mind,  the  an¬ 
swer  of  a  good  conscience,  and  to  be  said 
in  the  end,  well  done  good  and  faithful 
servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy 
Lord. —  J.  S. 

1  have  also  tried  the  experiment  when  I  bad 
from  fifty  to  an  hundred  men  employed,  and 
found  a  great  advantage  thereby — no  liquor 
w  as  allowed  except  wiiatl  chose  to  give.  The 
men  worked  faithfully,  and  always  continued 
long  with  me,  and  their  families  blessed  me. — 
,  [Kditor.] 

SSIiBCT  VA&ZBTXSS. 


A  WARNING  TO  BACKSLIDERS. 

On  Sunday,  about  seven  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  Nov.  30,  1823,  the  following 
melancholy  accident  took  place,  whkh 
we  record,  for  the  caution  and  benefit  af 


our  readers.  A  young  man,  who  was 
profaning  the  Lord’s-day,  along  with  two 
companions  in  sin  and  folly,  went  through 
a  new  building,  which  was  raised  about  a 
yard  above  the  ground.  In  entering,  he 
laid  hold  upon  a  door-frame,  which  was 
standing  in  its  place  in  the  yet  unfinished 
wall :  passing  hastily  and  carelessly  for¬ 
ward,  it  fell  upon  him,  struck  the  back  of 
his  head  with  such  violence,  that  the  blow 
proved  fatal. — Surgical  aid  was  immedi¬ 
ately  applied,  but,  alas !  in  vain. — He 
lingered  until  the  Thursday  night  following, 
and  then  expired.  This  unhappy  young 
man  w^  a  backslider.  Twice,  during 
the  years  1822  and  1823,  he  had  been 
joined  with  the  people  of  God,  continuing 
in  society  each  time,  about  three  months. 
During  these  short  periods  of  religious 
profession,  he  seemed  to  be  ardently  desi¬ 
rous  of  spiritual  blessings,  and  was  appa¬ 
rently  pressing  towards  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ 
JesuSy  Phil.  iii.  14.  But,  unhappily, 
through  the  deceitfulnes  of  his  own  heart, 
the  corrupting  influence  of  evil  example, 
and  the  power  of  temptation,  he  was  drawn 
aside  into  the  paths  of  wickedness. 

From  July  to  November,  he  cast  off  all 
the  restraints  of  piety,  and  appeared  to 
be  given  up  to  a  reprobate  mind y—foolishy 
disobedienty  deceivedy  serving  divers  lusts 
and  pleasures.  While  hastening  on  in  a 
course  of  iniquity,  be  was  cut  off  in  the 
midst  of  his  career,  in  the  manner  just 
related.  The  judgment  by  which  he  was 
overtaken,  seemed  to  impress  him  with  a 
deep  and  humbling  sense  of  his  aggravated 
guilt,  in  repeatedly  forsaking  the  Lord  bis 
God.  He  confessed  that  this  awful  stroke 
was  come  upon  him  as  a  punishment  for 
his  backslidings,  and  promised,  that  if  his 
life  should  mercifully  be  spared,  he  would 
never  again  break  the  holy  Sabbath. 

By  his  own  request,  some  of  his  former 
brethren  were  sent  for  to  pray  with  lilm; 
and  we  hope  their  earnest  supplications  in 
his  behalf  were  heard  and  answerer!  by 
Him  who  is  ready  to  pardon.  It  is  very 
observable,  that  in  the  time  of  aflliction 
and  danger  no  man  desires  the  coinfjany 
of  his  wicked  associates,  but  is  then  glad 
to  have  the  counsels  and  prayers  of  the 
pious  persons  whom  he  formerly  slighted 
and  despised.  Even  thoughtless  and  ob¬ 
stinate  sinners  often  pay  this  reluctant, 
but  striking  and  expressive  homage  to 
'  italigion.  While  this  dying  man  was  sen¬ 
sible,  much  of  his  time  was  spent  in  prayer. 
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Often  did  he  cry,  in  his  agony,  Lord, 
have  mercy  on  my  soul.”  Wliether  these 
prayers  arose  from  real  penitence,  or  only 
from  the  fear  of  approaching  death  and 
judgment,  it  is  not  our  province  to  deter¬ 
mine.  He  did  not  live  to  prove,  to  many 
the  sincerity  of  his  repentance^  and  the 
stedfastness  of  his  resolutions  to  turn  Irom 
sin,  and  live  to  God.  He  is  gone  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  Searcher  of  hearts,  and  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  will  do  righty  Gen. 
xviii.  25. 

This  aflecting  catastrophe  has  cast  a 
gloom  over  the  minds  of  many  in  the 
neighbourhood  where  it  happene%^  May 
it  excite  a  concern  for  salvation  in  me  con¬ 
sciences  of  sinners,  and  a  holy  fear  and 
watchfulness  in  all  professors,  lest  they 
also  fall  from  grace,  and  make  shipwreck 
offaithy  and  of  a  good  conscience.  Had 
this  unhappy  man  been  circumspect  and 
faithful,  he  might  perhaps  have  spent  a 
long  life  in  holiness  and  usefulness ;  or  if 
such  a  calamity  had  befallen  him  in  the 
way  of  duty,  h**  might  peacefully  have 
resigned  himself  to  the  Divine  Will,  re¬ 
joicing  that  he  was  so  soon  called  to  his 
great  reward,  but  in  the  various  circum¬ 
stances  of  this  mournful  case,  we  see  only 
a  solemn  fulfilment  of  the  Divine  threaten¬ 
ing  : — Beholdy  the  righteous  shall  he  re- 
compensed  in  the  earthy  how  much  more 
the  wicked  and  the  sinner  ?  Proy.  xi.  30. 
Verily  he  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the 
earthy  Psalm  Iviii.  11. 


ANECDOTES  OF  BUNYAN. 

Mr.  John  Bunyan  having  preached  one 
day  with  peculiar  warmth  and  enlargement, 
some  of  his  friends,  after  service  was  over, 
took  him  by  the  hand,  and  could  not  help 
observing  what  a  sweet  sermon  he  had 
delivered.  “Aye,”  said  the  good  old 
man,  “you  need  not  remind  me  of  that, 
for  the  devil  told  me  of  it  before  I  was  out 
of  the  pulpit.” 

While  I  was  afflicted  with  the  fears  of 
my  own  imagination,  (says  Bunyan,)  there 
were  two  things  would  make  me  wonder; 
the  one  was,  when  1  saw  old  people  hunt¬ 
ing  after  the  things  of  tliis  life,  as  if  they 
should  live  here  always.  The  other  was, 
when  1  found  professors  much  distressed 
and  cast  down  when  they  met  with  world¬ 
ly  losses. 


Being  efxpected  to  preach  ih  'a  church; 
in  a  country  village  in  Cambridgeshire, 
and  the  people  being  gathered  together  in 
the  church-yard,  a  Cambridge  scholar,  and 
none  of  the  cleverest  of  them,  inquired 
what  was  the  meaning  of  that  concourse 
of  people,  it  being  a  week-day  ;  and  being 
told  that  one  Bunyan,  a  tinker,  was  to 
preach  there,  he  gave  a  boy  two-pence  to 
hold  his  horse,  saying  he  was  resolved  to 
hear  the  tinker  prate,  and  so  he  went  into 
the  church  to  hear  him.  But  God  met 
him  there  by  his  ministry,  the  discourse 
making  such  an  impression  on  his  mind,  that 
he  embraced  every  future  opportunity  to 
attend  his  ministry,  and  at  length  became 
an  eminent  preacher  of  the  gospel  in  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire. 


The  late  Sam.  Whitbread  Esq.  M.  P. 
left  by  will  to  the  dissenting  church  at 
Bedford,  of  which  Bunyan  was  pastor, 
,£500  bank  stock,  the  interest  of  which  is 
annually  distributed  in  bread  to  the  poor 
of  the  meeting,  between  Michaelmas  and 
Christmas ;  assigning  as  the  reason  for  his 
liberality,  the  rt  spect  he  had  for  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  Mr.  Bunyan.  The  present  S. 
Whitbread,  Esq.  M.  P.  on  hearing  that 
the  pulpit  bible  of  Bunyan  was  to  be  sold 
among  the  library  of  the  late  Rev.  Samuel 
Palmer,  of  Hackney,  gave  a  commission 
to  his  private  secretary  to  purchase  it,  and 
to  bid  as  much  for  it  as  he  thought  his 
father  would  have  given  for  it,  had  it  been 
sold  in  his  lifetime.  It  was  bought  for 
twenty  guineas. 

I  have  observed,  (says  Bunyan,)  that  a 
word  cast  in  by  the  bye,  has  don^  more 
execution  in  a  sermon,  than  all  that  was 
spoken  besides  ;  sometimes  also,  when  I 
have  thought  I  did  no  good,  then  1  did 
the  most  of  all ;  and  at  other  times,  when 
I  thought  1  should  catch  them,  I  hshed  for 
nothing. 


SELECT  SENTENCES. 

When  a  child  of  God  thinks  he  can  go 
alone,  he  is  nearest  falling. 

Consideration  is  the  proper  character 
of  reasonable  beings:  the  faculty  is  the 
main  distinction  of  the  man  from  the  beast ; 
and  the  exercise  of  it,  of  the  wise  man 
from  the  fool. 

The  well  instructed  Christian  eats  that 
he  may  live ;  the  sensualist,  that  he  may 
eat. 
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TO  HOPE. 

SwcET  Hopi !  whose  beauteous  ray 
Illumes  the  mourner's  way, 

shines  amidst  the  gloom  of  saddest  night; 
Thy  cheering  beams  impart 
To  this  desponding  heart, 

Which  darkness  shrouds,  and  boding  fears 
affright. 

The  richest  boon  of  heaven, 

In  mercy  thou  wer’t  given, 

To  gild  the  future  with  thy  glorious  dreams ; 
The  magic  of  thy  smiles 
Of  present  woe  beguiles, 

And  gives  bewitching  life  to  airy  schemes. 

In  days  of  early  youth. 

Confiding  in  thy  truth. 

Enchantment  threw  her  spells  around  my  feet; 
Till  grave  Eiperience  came. 

With  Reason :  awful  name ! 

And  banished  from  my  heart  the  fond  deceit. 

They  told  me,  Hope  is  vain. 

The  sure  presage  of  pain. 

Which  yields  not  homage  to  their  wise  behest : 
They  chid  my  follies  past. 

And  bade  me  seek  at  last 
Their  sober  guidance  to  the  port  of  rest. 

Thus  chastened,  I  obey, 

Tet  Hope  must  guide  my  way. 

Not  the  illusive  form  which  Fancy  drew ; 

But  her  Eiperience  loves, 

And  Reason  best  approves, 

Whose  charms  are  real,  and  her  promise  true. 


THE  ALL  IN  ALL. 

’Tis  good  on  yonder  heavens  to  gaze 
Beyond  the  eagle’s  flight. 

Steep’d  in  the  Sun’s  meridian  blaze. 

Or  lav’d  with  paler  light ; 

’Tis  good  with  wond’ring  eyes  to  stray 
O’er  this  terrestial  ball : — 

But  O !  ’tis  better  far  to  say, 

My  Father  made  them  all !” 

I  see,  or  hear,  a  present  God 
In  heaven,  and  earth,  and  seas. 

The  blossom,  and  the  thunder>cloud. 
The  whirlwind*  and  the  breeze. 

He  bids  the  hail  in  arrowy  showers 
From  heights  of  ether  bound  ; 

His  freighted  sky  its  fatness  pours. 

To  fertilize  the  ground. 

The  sylvan  choir  their  flutes  awake. 

His,  morning  smile  to  greet ; 

And  hurricane,  and  ocean’s  break, 
ifis  midnight  voice  repeat. 

Is  it  the  bare,  or  boist’rous  scene. 

That  wraps  my  soul  in  fear 

Or  golden  fields,  or  hills  of  green. 

That  can  my  spirit  cheer  ^ 

Not  Grandeur’s  nod,  nor  Beauty’s  spell. 
Can  ravish  or  appal, 

Nor  awe' so  long,  nor  charm  so  well, 

As  He,  that  made  them  all ! 


«BB  rmssaanx  vzsnroK. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  21,  1825. 


At  this  season  of  the  year,  in  this  city, 
the  religious  public  are  gratified  with  as 
much  news  as  they  can  desire.  The 
Anniversaries  of  the  different  Societies  are 
judiciously  held  so  near  the  same  time, 
that  strangers  from  different  parts  resort 
to  them,  and  thus  much  useful  and  pleasing 
information  is  imparted ;  and  persons  of 
the  various  denominations  becoming  ac« 
quainted  with  each  other,  sectarian  pre*> 
judice  is  removed,  and  Christians  learn  to 
esteem  each  other  as  brethren  indeed.  The 
benefit  resulting  from  thb  intercourse  is 
becoming  yearly  more  apparent,  and  we 
trust  that  many  are  actuated  by  the  spirit 
of  love  to  God  and  man,  while  they  give 
their  time,  talents  and  money  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  their  fellow  men.  One 
thing  we  were  glad  to  hear,  and  which 
should  put  those  persons  to  the  blush,  who 
have  been  for  some  time  past  endeavour* 
ing  to  discourage  missionary  exertions,  on 
the  principle,  as  said,  that  the  money  was  ex¬ 
pended  in  sumptuous  buildings  and  living. 
Mr.  Carey,  a  missionary  from  India,  stated 
that  Dr.  Carey  laboured  seven  years  daily 
at  translating  the  scriptures,  while  at  the 
same  time  he  was  compelled  to  work  for 
his  bread :  he  superintended  an  Indigo 
Factory,  yet  every  day  found  time  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  in  translating, 
every  word  was  written  out  with  his  own 
hand.  The  value  set  on  portions  of  the 
sacred  scriptures,  by  those  in  heathen 
lands,  was  illustrated  by  Mr.  Ellis,  from 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  who  stated  that 
when  coming  to  this  country,  he  desired 
to  get  a  copy  of  St.  Luke’s  Gospel  to 
bring  with  him,  and  he  could  not  get  it 
for  money,  or  any  thing  he  could  offer  in 
barter.  A  circumstance  occurred  just 
before  he  departed,  which  shows  also  the 
earnestness  with  which  the  word  of  life  is 
sought  after. — One  evening,  he.  stated,  a 
canoe  came  to  the  beach  near  his  dwelling, 
with  four  men  from  a  distant  island  ;  they 
drew  it  ashore,  and  walked  to  his  house, 
to  obtain  some  detached  portions  of  scrip¬ 
ture,  which  are  printed  there  as  tracts :  he 
informed  them  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  supply  them  then,  but  if  they  came  in 
the  morning,  he  would  endeavour  to  do  it, 
and  requested  them  to  go  to  some  neigh- 


le  nirht.  Benjamlu 

I  Str^ched  Agnes,  daugter  of  Christian  Couenbo. 

U 

,ne  reason  9  Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Knouse,  Mr.  George  Lanck. 
‘Oin  a  dlS“  ena«,  to  Miss  Maria  Gable. 

to  return  on  the  ISth  inst.  by  Rev.  Mr.  Onderdonk,  Mr  lohn 
lUght^  and  ElUson,  Esq  of  this  city,  to  Mary  Adelaide,  daughter  of  ibe 
B  tnorninff  Robert  Ross,  Esq.  of  East  Chester. 

\€TB  all  tliB  Saturday  evening  last,  by  Rev.  Mr.*  Ware,  Mr.  C.  P. 

^  Clinch,  to  Miss  A.  M.  Allen,  daughter  of  >ehemiab  Alien) 

ley  return- 

need  little  same  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Sampson  Moore, 
ity  to  all  to  Miss  Jane  Gordon,  all  of  this  city, 
t.  Same  evening,  by  Rev  Mr.  Barry,  Mr  Samnel  Oqdle,  to 

Miss  Elizabeth  Perry.  ^ 

Saturday  morning,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Parkinson,  Mr.  John 
A.  Holly,  to  Miss  Ann  EL  Bedient. 

On  Sunday  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Maclay,  Mr.  Oliver 
Scribner,  to  Mis.s  Eliza  Callem,  all  of  this  city.  ' 

On  Monday  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  M^Vlurray,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Matthews,  to  Anne,  daughter  of  John  Hone,  EIsq.  all  of 

Bath,  Steu-  ‘•■iscity. 

uei  H.  Ives,  Monday  morning,  in  Zion^s  Church,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Brient* 
on  the  1st  instant.  He  met  his  fate  with  great  nalh  Mr.  Ezra  Bisby,of  this  city,  to  Miss  Delphine  R.  J.C. 
reluctance,  made  no  confession,  and  has  left  the  daughter  of  the  lion  J.  Fish,  of  Orange  county'/ 
pqblic  ignorant  of  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  Tuesday  morning,  at  Christ’s  C  hurch,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Geis* 
■who  arc  his  relations.  He  was  about  twenty-  senhauner,  Frede  rick  B.  Heckel,  IVI.  D.  of  Vincent  town- 
four  yeArs  of  age.  ^  ^  ship^  Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Margaret  Bowers,  of  this  city. 

The  fever  which  has  raged  at  the  Penitentiary  Tuesday  evening,  by  Rev  Mr.  Brientnall,  Mr.  James  W. 
has  subsided,  and  those  who  were  removed  Pi„k„ey, Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jarvis.  Es,. 
have  been  returned  to  their  former  quarters.  rti 

The  United  States  vessels  at  Sackett’s  Har-  ®  «r  ar  pk  h-  n/r  r-n  i  s 

bour  have  been  sold,  and  are  to  be  broken  up,  ^**^^*"* 

and  the  materials  removed  to  Oswego.  ^ 

A  young  man  last  week  employed  a  dentist  Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Parkinson,  Mr.  Saroiml  S. 

to  regulate  a  tooth  for  him,  in  doing  which  the  Engle,  to  .Urs.  Ann  H.  Littlefield, 
jaw  was  injured  ;  (he  day  after  he  was  seized  Wednesday  evening,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Phoebus,  Mr. 

with  the  lock  jaw,  and  died  in  the  night.  ,  Charles  Oasley,  of  Philadelphia,  to  Miss  Coruelia,  daugh. 
A  man  was  killed  last  week  in  pulling  down  ter  of  James  Palmer,  Esq.  of  this  city. 


DOMESTIC 


DIED. 


On  the  12th  inst.  Mrs.  Mary,  relict  of  the  late  Rev  Dr. 
Archibald  Laidlie,  aged  83. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Thomas  Crolius,  aged  89. 

On  the  13th  inst.  after  a  short  illness,  Mr  EVancis  Kellett, 
aged  20. 

On  the  14th,  Mr.  Stephen  Hitchcock,  in  the  80th  year  of 
bis  age. 

Sunday  last,  Mrs.  Anne  P.  widow  of  the  late  William 
Burgess. 

Same  day,  Mrs.  Sarab,  wife  of  Robert  Mathison. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Joseph  Idley,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age. 

Monday,  Mrs.  Ann,  wife  of  Alexander  Dillon,  aged  35. 

Same  day,  Mrs.  Catharine  Ann,  wife  of  John  D.  Wilson, 
aged  35. 

Tuesday,  suddenly,  Mr.  James  McMullen,  aged  85. 

Wednesday,  Eleanor,  wife  of  Mr.  Benjamin  S.  French, 
aged  29. 

At  the  Alms-House  in  Billerica,  Mass.  John  Brown,  aged 
55,  who  had  been  for  some  time  in  a  state  of  derangement, 
and  imagined  that  the  overseers  intended  to  bum  him, 
committed  suicide  by  ihnmstvng  his  wooden  leg  down  hit 
throat* 


MARRIED. 

On  the  8th  inst  by  Rev.  Mr.  Crowell,  Mr.  Oakley  Far¬ 
rington,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Biiscauwen. 

On  the  lOth  inst.  in  Trinity  Church,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Berrian, 
Mr.  Frederick  Nichols,  to  Miss  Ellen  Matilda,  daughter  of 
.Tohn  Fleming,  Esq. 

On  the  11th  inst  by  Rev.  Mr.  M‘Elroy,  Mr.  Wm.  Ilall^t, 
iu  Miss  Ann  Low.  _  > 

On  the  12th  inst.  at  Friends  Meeting,  in  Hester -Street, 
♦'’harles  Bruff,  merchant,  to  Hannah  F.  daughter  of  the  late 
Harrison  Palmer,  all  of  this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Phillips,  Mr.  David  R. 
Bums,  to  Miss  Ann  Maria  Grant. 

Same  evening,  tiy  Rev  Mr.  M‘Cartee,  Mr.  John  Craw¬ 
ford,  merchant,  to  Miss  Euphemia  Eliza  MTcan,  all  of 
this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wainwright,  Frederick  G. 
King,  M.  D.  to  Emily,  daughter  of  Wright  Post,  M-  D. 

Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.M^Cartee,  Mr.  Henry  Green, 
to  Miss  Agnes  Blair. 

Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Widmer.  Mr.  Casper  Herman 
Kiikian,to  CarolineCecUia,eldestdaughter  of  John  Baker, 
Ssq.  of  this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Dr.  M*Auley,  Mr.  Robert  Water- 
house,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ana  Reeves. 
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